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. ADDEESS. 


JMe.  Pkesident  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Convention  : 

While  you  are  the  pronounced  friends  of  the  cause  we  advocate, 
in  this  assembly  there  are  many  who  have  not  heretofore  acted  witli 
us ; nevertheless,  we  may  feel  assured  of  unity  of  felline  on  this 
occ^ion  for  it  is  one  of  the  nobler  traits  of  our  nature,  when 
t lat  last  of  calamities,  death,  befalls  the  common  friend,  that  all 
previous  differences  among  the  survivors  are  forgotten,  and  each  is 
ready.to  speak  the  needed  word  of  sympathy  and  do  the  needed  act 
o -indness.  In  like  manner,  we,  here  assembled,  are  all  made 
friends  by  a common  sorrow ; for,  tills  hour,  oiir  mutual  friend  Pros- 
perity, lies  dead  m our  midst.  While  our  great  Prosperity,  in  wliioh 
we  gloried  on  which  the  world  looked  and  looked  again,  and  still 
desired  to  look,  hes  in  state,  and  a sorrowing  Nation  bends  over  its 

bier  -be  it  ours  if  possible,  to  do  the  needed  act  of  kindness  and 
epeak  the  needed  word  of  sympathy. 

THE  DEPRESSION  OF  BUSINESS. 

_ Tins  great  loss,  whidi  we  have  sustained,  is  seen  in  the  depres- 
sion of  every  braiich  of  business.  Our  furnaces  have  lost  the  ruddy 
^ ow  of  healthful  business ; the  beat  of  looms  and  the  hum  of  spin^ 
es,  in  many  ot  our  factories,  are  succeeded  bv  silence ; the  ham- 
^ «er  and  the  saw  lie  unemployed  in  the  chest  of  the  carpenter  • the 
Vto  |-jQg  of  the  trowel  seldom  greets  the  ear;  “they  that  go  down  to 

^ he  sea  in  slops  tarry  long,  not  for  favoring  winds,  but  for  ladim.  • 

' ap  oomes,  but  not  the  buyers ; a sorrow’  ■ 

^ eater  than  that  from  mildew  or  untimely  frost,,  consumes  the 

^ LABOR  UNEMPLOYED. 

SniMt  f'Tr^  pi-oyerity  is  further  seen  in  the  scai'city  of  employ. 

“vork.wT/’'^"'  if",  thousands  of  wiLg 

^ «o,kers  have  walked  the  streets  of  New  York  city,  seeking  work 
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and  flndin,  .one.  In  other 

„y,  the  same  This  Grand  Army  of  the 

Unemployed,  eomposed  of  .ormU  On- 

,vard  it  moves,  vvith  heavy  step,  .earcity  to 

fore  them  ? What  are  vvav.ng  h.rv^s  s to  tlmse  . ho^^^ 
Ittrve^l"-^  — of  the  nnempioyod. 

the  CAU6K. 

1 A n tlna  2 Has  not  the  farmer  sown  the  seed  in* 

What  has  caused  all  tins  5 Axab  nut 

n 9 Has  the  mechanic  refused  to  exercise  the  cunni  ^ ^ 

2nd"  T^L  hetns  have  been  propi.ions; 

b,ht.  and  the  earth  >' Y‘2!t2;e"u.atX^^^ 

2“  2dC““  l,rde2ction  that  vvasteth  at  noonda^  Even 

conWation,  tliat  seemed  for  a time 
• has  furled  its  red  banners  and  retired,  in  none  oi 

the  cause.  ' ^ pj^pkeciated  cuuuency. 

Is  the  canse  to  be  found  in  a depreciated  cnrreney « Jl.e  fact 

would  seem  to  favor  the  opposite  view.  1 I rlpnrecia- 

r,2  cause  of  onr  loss  of  prosperity,  tl,en  the 
ted  currency  approaches  to  gold  the  more  inai  ^ j j 

. .he  return  of  prosperity  and  bnsme. 

22  depree%  cnrreney  is  the  canse  of  b-"- ^ 

try  for  government  (general  and  local,)  m s x mont  , 

Lnso  of  onr  misfortune  that  tvhieh  m so  trifling  a matter 
months  of  honest  government  would  remo^  e it . 
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specie  payment. 

If  specie  payment  is  the  Panacea  of  Business  Ills,  how  happens 
dt  that  Hard  Times  come  upon  a people  when  they  do  have  specie 
payment,  as  was  the  case  with  us  in  1857?  Business  is  depressed 
in  England  and  Canada.  How  is  this  ?— they  have  specie  payment ! 
He  who  charges  to  a Depreciated  Currenc}'  the  present  dullness  in 
business,  and  claims  for  Specie  Payment  the  sole  power  of  reviving 
Inisiness,  is  capable  of  supporting  any  absurdity,  since  he  is  contra- 
dicted at  every  point  by  incontrovertible  facts.  When  made  by 
the  well  informed,  this  demand  for  sjiecie  payment,  by  a contrac- 
tion of  the  currency,  is  in  the  interest  of  the  Creditor  Class,  that 
they  may  increase  the  purchasing  power  of  money  and  reach  far- 
ther into  the  assets  of  the  Debtor  Class.  Remove  the  Real  Cause 
of  dullness  in  business,  and  it  would  revive  and  so  fully  absorb  the 
present  volume  of  paper  money  that  Specie  Payment  would  come 
unsought.  Had  we  not,  while  clamoring  for  Specie  Payment, 
steadily  traveled  away  from  it  by  increasing  the  volume  of  our 
paper  money,  it  would  liave  been  an  accomplished  fact  ere  this ; 
since,  in  October  and  Xovember,  1873,  gold  touched  as  low  as 
^1.071-  and 


LACK  OF  CUREEKCY. 

Is  the  Cause  the  lack  of  Sufficient  Curreucy?  A decent  reo;ard 
for  Truth  would  induce  us  to  say,  !Xo,  for  we  have  more  than  we 
had  before  the  bard  times  began.  When  we  can  be  convinced  that 
the  child  is  reasonable  in  asking  for  more,  when  he  has  upon  his 
plate  twice  as  much  as  he  can  eat,  we  shall  be  able  to  see  our  need 
of  More  Currency,  while  we  have  a greater  amount  than  we  can 
employ  ! Those  who  demand  More  Currency,  that  business  may 
revive,  ignore  the  Fact  that  in  all  places  of  Safe  Deposit  through- 
out the  country.  Millions  upon  Millions  of  money  are  piled  up, 
awaiting  employment.  However  much  we  may  differ  on  other 
matters,  we  seem  agreed  upon  one  point : to  charge  our  misfortunes 
to  anything  rather  than  the  Real  Cause. 

. EXTRAVAGANCE  OF  WORKINGMEN. 

Some  fancy  they  see  the  cause  of  the  present  depression  of  busi- 
'uess  in  the  extravagance  of  the  Industrial  Classes,  forgetting  that 
110  people  were  ever  made  poor  by  buying  all  they  could  pay  for 
with  their  earnings.  The  Industrial  Classes  pay  for  what  they  buy 
"U'ltk  their  earnings.  The  business  man  will  not  tell  us  that  the 

Hard  Times  are  upon  us  because  the  workingmen  do  not  Pay,  but 

. 
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because  they  do  not  buy,  having  no  earnings  with  which  to  pur- 
chase Through  the  multiplicity  of  labor-saving  machinery,  pro- 
duction has  been  so  largely  increased  that  the  industrial  Masses 
must  buy  freely  in  order  that  Capital  may  find  employmen  in  pro- 
duction, exchange  and  transportation.  It  has  come  to  this,  that 
Labor  must  be  well  supplied  with  the  necessaries  and  many  of  the 
comforts  of  life,  that  Capital  may  thrive.  To  charge  our  Eeversos 
of  Fortune  to  the  main  supporters  of-  our  Prosperity  is  both  un- 
generous and  foolish ; but,  to  strike  a Friend  instead  of  the  Enemj 
is  no  uncommon  occurrence  in  the  tumult  of  defeat. 

BOTH  ON  THE  STREET. 

■(V'hat  then  is  this  terrible  thing  that  has  cansed  the  destrnction 
of  our  Prosperity  ? “ It  is  not  I It  is  not  I,”  is  thns  tar  the 
prompt  response  of  the  interrogated.  Here  is,  indeed,  a strange  state 
of  things ! Labor  and  Capital  both  out  of  Employunent ; both  on 

the  street,  begging  for'  Work,  and  finding  none  1 
in  need  of  bread,  in  a land  trhere  corn  is  burned  for  fuel  1 Famine 
in  the  midst  of  Plenty ! Somebody  is  responsible  for  this  unhappy 

state  of  things. 

CAUSES. 

But,  we  return  to  the  inquiry,  what  is  the  cause  or  causes  of  this 
destruction  to  our  Prosperity? 

MONOPOLIES. 

1.  The  Monopolies,  created  by  legislation,  faroring  the  Few  at 
the  expense  of  the  Many.  Prominent  among  these  are  the  si.x  Coal 
companies,  which,  after  defraying  all  expenses,  paying  tv,el  e 
per  cent,  on  the  capital  invested,  are  ‘‘'“■'ged  with  taking  rein  the 
People  annually,  the  sum  of  $28,500,000 ! Take  the  P,a.l- 
roads,  and  ascertain  the  dividends  paid  on  watered  stocks  an 
still  find  ourselves  among  the  tens  of  millions  frarfiilently  ta, 
from  the  People.  Add  the  sums  drawn  from  us  through  the  Re- 
newals of  Patents,  secured  by  purchased  legislatiou,  and  we  earn 
this  terrible  truth,  that  legislation  in  this  country,  State  and  ]\  a - 
timal,  has  hecome  a System  for  transmntmg  the 
inas  of  the  Many  into  the'wealth  and  friviUges  of  the  J^ew.  i 
favored  few,  the  Owners  of  the  Monopolies,  spend  money  ex  rav 
agantly,  not  tlmt  which  they  have  earned  honestly,  but  what  they 
have  r^bed  the  industrious  of.  The  Monopolists  keep  their  Es- 
• tlhshments,  they  make  the  tour  of  Europe,  in  a style  of  extrava- 
ganee  that  has  convinced  the  Old  World  that  the  Tankee  has- 
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more  money  than  brains.  These,  with  their  Associate  Bobbers  of 
the  People,  the  Government  Contractors  and  Official  Thieves,  are 
said  to  have  taken  with  them  to  Europe,  the  Summer  before  the 
Panic,  as  spending  money,  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  and  Fifty 
Millions  of  Dollars! — enough  of  itself  to  create  a Panic. 

INTEREST. 

2.  Our  rate  of  interest  is  another  cause  of  the  present  depressed 
state  of  business.  The  Bank  of  England  rate  of  discount,  for  fif- 
teen years  past,  has  averaged  four  per  cent.,  while  the  average  rate 
of  interest  with  us  is  fully  ten  per  cent.!  While  it  has  been  the 
misfortune  of  new  countries,  that  money  was  scarce,  and  therefore 
the  rate  of  interest  high,  it  has  been  their  glory  that  Taxation  was 
light.  With  old  countries  taxation  is  heavy  and  interest  low,  but 
it  is  now  the  calamitous  destiny  of  the  United  States  of  America 
to  stagger  under  the  Burdens  of  both  new  and  old  countries  a 
high  Tate  of  interest  heavy  taxation ! This  brings  us  to  .an 
other  cause  of  the  present  state  of  things. 

EXHAUSTING  TAXATION. 

3.  During  the  ten  years  just  past,  the  People  of  this  country 
have  paid  in  Taxes,  Seventy  Hundred  Millions  of  Dollars  I that 
is.  Seven  Hundred  Millions  per  year;  almost  Two  Millions  a day! 
This  sum,  in  round  numbers,  is  equal  to  the  whole  volume  of  our 
currency ! — and  this  startling  statement  is  a Truth,  that  it  takes  all 
the  money  in  the  country  to  pay  our  taxes ! If  the  taxes  were  all 
collected  in  one  day,  there  would  not  be  left  in  the  vaults  of  the 
banks,  in  the  drawer  of  the  merchant,  in  the  pockets  of  the  people, 
a single  dollar  in  all  the  land  ! The  Tax-gatherer  asks  for  all  our 
money,  and  gets  it  once  a year ! Do  we  still  fail  to  comprehend 
the  Magnitude  of  our  Taxation  ? then,  hear  this  and  be  astonished. 
All  the  products  of  the  country,  ‘ shipped  from  New  York  City, 
from  Philadelphia,  Boston,  Baltimore,  New  Orleans,  and  all  the 
commercial  ports,  in  short,  the  exports  of  the  country,  do  not  pay 
the  taxes ! And  yet,  the  scoundrels  live  who  laugh  at  our  calami- 
ties and  would  crucify  the  citizen  who  dare  complain.  Such,  to- 
day, is  Taxation  in  North  America,  where  but  a hundred  years  ago 
our  Fathers  fought  against  it. 

What  has  been  done  with  these  vast  sums  of  money  ? In  one  of 
the  orations  of  Cicero,  are  these  words : “ What  has  become  of ^ the 

money V In  this  country,  to-day,  these  words  are  on  all  lips: 
“ What  Has  Become  of  The  Money  Capital  asks  it ; Labor 
asks  it;  Age,  retiring  on  supposed  competency,  but  pressed. 
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with  insufficiency,  asks  it;  Industry  and  Frugality,  with  their  halt 
paid  for  farms  and  homes,  ask  it.  All  demand,  with  deep  anxiety : 

“ WHAT  HAS  BECOME  OF  THE  MONEY  \ ” Voices  speak ! 
^\^es  intervene,  and  they  speak  again.  “What  has  become  of  the 
money  asks  the  Homan  Senator.  Far  distant  in  time,  two  thou- 
sand years ; far  distant  in  place,  leagues  beyond  the  pillars  of  Her- 
cules,"in  the  far-off  Occident,  a People  once  free,  but  now  oppressed 
with  Exhausting  Taxation,  to-day  demand  of  their  Unfaithful  Pub- 
lic Servants:  “ What  has  become  of  the  Money?” 
“ Gone,  Gone ! ” is  the  response.  “ Gone  to  build  up  in  the  Land 
of  ^Yashington,  an  Aristocracy  of  Dishonesty,  a JYobility  of 
Thievery  y 

Napoleon  called  the  English  people  a Nation  of  shopkeepers, 
but  we  have  become  a Nation  of  Taxpayers ! In  1871  P.  Lorillard, 
of  New  York  city,  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  as 
Taxes  upon  his  Business,  the  sum  of  Two  Millions  and  Sixty  Thou- 
sand Dollars ! An  amount  equal  to  the  average  Annual  Revenue 
of  the  English  government  during  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ! 
And  yet  this  enormous  sum,  “tell  it  not  in  Gath,  publish  it  not 
in  the  streets  of  Askel on,”  this  enormous  sum,  the  revenue  of  a 
kingdom,  was  only  a little  more  than  enough  for  the  Salary  Grab 
Robbers.  The  Revenue  of  a Kingdom  paid  by  one  Taxpayer,  and 
that  Revenue  Stolen  in  an  hour  by  Congress ! 

EXPENSES  COMPARED. GREAT  BRITAIN. 

A comparison  of  the  cost  of  Government  in  this  country  with 
that  of  Great  Britain  will  be  instructive.  J.  P.  Harris  Gastrel  has 
visited  this  country  and  has,  among  other  things,  looked  into  a mat- 
ter in  which  we  have  taken  but  little  interest,  the  Cost  of  Govern- 
ment in  the  United  States.  The  result  of  his  investigations,  by 
order  of  the  Queen,  was  reported  to  Parliament,  and  has  been 
published  by  the  Foreign  Office.  He  takes  into  account  something 
which  we  neglect,  when  we  seek  to  ascertain  the  Cost  of  Govern- 
ment. He  learns  that  the  Revenues  of  Towns  and  Counties  from 
Licenses,  Fines,  etc.,  are  very  great,  approaching  very  nearly  to 
One  Hundred  Millions  of  Dollars  annually.  These,  added  to  the 
Revenues  from  Taxation,  made  the  Cost  of  Government  in  the 
United  States,  general  and  local,  for  1872-3,  One  Hundred  and 
Eighty-two  Millions  of  dollars  greater  than  for  government,  general 
and  local,  in  Great  Britain.  We  who  have  shed  so  many  tears 
over  the  heavily  taxed  Englishman,  are  worse  off  than  he.  The 
mere  statement  of  the  fact,  that  the  cost  of  government  in  this  conn 
try  is  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  millions  of  dollars  greater  than 


In  Great  Britain,  would  start  the  American  People  to  their  feet  in 
wrath  against  the  men  who  have  caused  this,  were  it  not  that  from 
long  familiarity  with  large  sums  of  money,  we  have  become  insen- 
sible to  the  magnitude  of  financial  statement. 

That  we  may  in  a measure  realize  the  wasteful,  wicked  extrava- 
crance  of  our  general  government,  let  us  compare  its  expenses  with 
those  of  the  general  government  of  the  British  Empire : 

BRITISH  EMPIRE. 

Population, 283,000,000 

Army  (nearly), 400,000 

v^avy The  first  in  the  world. 

Seamen,  . . . . • • • • • 60,000 

Debt  (twice  and  one-half  as  great  as  our  interest- 

bearing  debt,)  .....  $4,559,118,025 

'Cost  of  government,  per  annum,  . . . $750,000,000 

Per  capita,  . . . .’ 

UNITED  STATES, 

Population  (say), 40,000,000 

Army  (say),  .......  30,000 

Navy, Very  small. 

Debt  (interest  bearing)  less  than,  ....  $1,800,000,000 

Royalty, None,  (but  something  worse). 

'Cost  of  General  Government  (average  per  annum)  for 

six  years,  ending  June  30,  1874,  . . $295,000,00^ 

Per  capita,  . . . . . . . • • SJ.tVit 

Thus  we  see  that  the  cost  of  our  general  government,  per  capita, 
compared  with  the  same  for  the  British  Empire,  is  almost  three 
times  as  great.  Surely,  there  must  be  something  rotten  in  the 
United  States. 

In  these  we  find  the  Causes  of  the  Destruction  of  our  Prosperity. 
The  Industrious  are  Robbed  by  the  Monopolies  and  Needless  Tax- 
ation for  the  benefit  of  the  Favored  Idle  Ones,  who  spend  money 
extravagantly,  hut  make  no  returns. 

The  task  of  preparing  these  facts  is  a thankless  one ; few  listen 
to  them,  and  a less  number  care  for  them.  He  will  have  per- 
formed a Herculian  task  who  shall  convince  the  American  citizen 
that  the  acts  of  government  ha%’e  any  influence  on  his  interests. 
He  feels  that  his  interests  are  distinct,  above,  beyond  all  influence  of 
governmental  action.  The  citizen  feels  that  it  is  of  no  consequence 
to  him  whether  the  taxes  are  high  or  low.  Is  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  millions  stolen  from  the  public  treasury  \ That  is  a mat- 
ter about  which  he  never  concerns  himself;  he  is  above  such 
things,  and  thinks  little  of  the  man  who  is  affected  by  them. 
Is  a single  monopoly  taking  out  of  the  people  of  one  section  of 
the  country  $28,500,000  annually?  The  citizen  sees  no  objec- 
tion to  that ; the  owners  of  this  monopoly  might  as  well  have  the 
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money  as  anybody  else.  Is  a bank  robbed  ? The  citizen  sees  in 
this  an  easy  money  market,  as  the  robbers  will  put  the  money  ini 
circulation  and  we  shall  all  get  some  of  it.  The  citizen  regards  the 
man  of  opposite  views  as  an  old  fogy  and  destitute  of  enterprise. 
The  citizen,  thus  holding  and  believing,  on  these  matters,  is  a little 
light  headed,  and  his  friends  are  beginning  to  discover  it. 

WHO  IS  RESPONSIBLE? 

Who  or  what  is  responsible  for  the  causes  of  the  Destruction  of 
our  Prosperity  ? It  is  replied : “ The  Rebellion.”  Then  we  fur- 
ther ask : Did  the  rebellion  make  the  creation  of  the  Monopolies 

necessary  ? Did  the  rebellion  enable  the  Railroad  Interest  to  carry 
the  legislature  in  its  vest  pocket,  and  use  it  as  freely  as  a toothpick  I 
Did. the  rebellion  cause  the  Credit  Mobilier  Swindle  ? The  Sanborn 
Contract?  The  Back  Pay  Grab?  The  Tweed  Robbery?  The 
District  of  Columbia  Infamy?  Did  the  rebellion  compel  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  buy  paper  at  75  cents  per  pound,  when 
it  was  offered  to  him  at  45  cents  ? Did  the  rebellion  render  neces- 
sary the  Canal  Ring  Robberies,  and  all  of  the  peculations,  great 
and  small,  in  State,  County,  City  and  Town,  through  wdiich  the 
People  are  plundered  at  every  point  ? But  enough  of  this. 

EXPENSES  ENTAILED  BY  THE  REBELLION. 

Xow,  what  are  the  expenses  entailed  upon  us  by  the  rebellion  ? 

Here  thev  are ; 

•/ 

Intererest  on  the  national  debt  (for  six  years  ending 

June  30th,  1874,)  averaged  annually, . . $119,122,000 

Pensions,  for  the  same  period,  were,  annually,  . 29,700,000 

Cost  of  collecting  the  internal  revenue,  for  the  same 

period,  was,  annually, 6,186,000 

Total, $155,008,000 

Here  a very  important  question,  in  this  investigation , arises : 
What  should  be  the  expenses  of  the  general  government,  aside 
from  those  entailed  upon  us  by  the  rebellion  ? AVhat  data  shall  be 
used  ? As  all  would  condemn  the  selection  of  tlie  expensive  and 
corrupt  administrations  of  Pierce  and  Buchanan  as  examples  of 
economy,  let  us  carry  our  question  to  the  years  from  1841  to  1850 
inclusive.  What  answer  do  we  get?  This,  that  the  expenses  ol 
the  general  government,  aside  from  pensions  and  interest  on  the 
national  debt  averaged,  annually,  $28,988,874.41. 

In  this  decade,  from  1841  to  1850,  the  average  population  of  the 
country  was  20,130,664.  Supposing  that  the  average  population,, 
for  the  six  years  ending  June  30,  1874,  was  40,000,000,  we  have 


•'  rule  of  three-  If  government  for  20,130,664  inhabi- 

..a.  ^ “rrit" 

„o  as  far  in  defraying  expenses.  The  sum  needed  is  $o7,601,4.7  17 
Idd  to  each  dollar  of  this  fifteen  cents,  thus  making  ^ 

it  equal  to  gold, * ’ . 

...  $66,241,641  24 

Here  then,  ive  have  the  answer  to  the  question.  What  should  be 
thf  e'pels  of  the  general  government  1 In  the  paper  money  ot 
the  day,  aside  from  the  expenses  entailed  by  the  rebellion,  we  n 

only  $66,2-tl,64:1.24'.-  icj.i  tn 

In  the  expenses  for  government  in  the  decade  from  1841  to  18ot, 

are  embraced  the  cost  of  a foreign  war,  that  with  . 

we  contend  for  is  this,  that  the  cost  of  goTO-ninent 
should  not  be  greater,  per  head,  now,  in  time  of  peace,  than  it  w 
then  It  is  proper  that  we  here  remark,  that  the  expenses 

governnient^honld  become  loss  per  capita,  as  the  population  iii- 

? eases,  as  a government  for  many  is  cheaper  than  - 

for  a few.  This  is  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  Union  of  the  States. 

EXPENSES  OF  THE  NATIONAL  GOVERNMENT. 

Now  what  are  the  expenses*  The  average  annual  expenditures 
of  the  .general  government  for  six  years  endnig  June  30  i . 

aside  from  payments  on  the  debt,  were  . • ^ 

Deduct  expenses  entailed  by  the  rebellion,  . lo5,008,0C^ 

$139,992,000  00 

Now  dfduct  wliat’the  oVdinary  expenses  should  be, 

as  just  ascertained,  . • • * * ! [ 

This  leaves,  unaccounted  for,  an  annual  waste  at 

Washington  of  the  sum  ot  • • • $/o,70U,430O /D 

This  waste  for  the  six  years  ending  June  30,  1874,  reaches  the 
enormous  sum  of  $442,502,152.56.  This  same  course  pursued  until 
Time  30  1877  would  carry  the  waste  of  our  means  at  AV ashing- 
?”  (in  a perild  of  nine  years)  to  *663,753,228  84,  which  is 
very  near  the  amount  of  all  the  money  in  the  country ! And  jet, 
stupidity  asks : » AVhy  is  Business  depressed  and  Labor  unem- 

ployed?” when  we  waste  at  AVashington,  in  nine  years,  a sum 

equal  to  all  the  money  in  the  country ! , i tt 

Are  you  surprised  ? N one  were  more  so  than  the  speaker.  He, 

in  common  with  his  fellow-citizens,  believed  all  this  vast  expense 
necessary.  None  were  more  grieved  to  learn  that  we  had  been 
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•deceived  and  betrayed  by  our  Public  Servants.  It  is  painjful  to 
]iroceed  with  this  investigation,  for  the  worst  is  yet  to  come  ! 

EXPENSES  OF  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENTS. 

Great  as  is  the  wrong  done  us  by  the  general  government,  a 
greater  is  inflicted  upon, us  by  the  governments  of  the  SUtes,  in 
eluding  the  Counties  and  Towns.  Taxation  for  government,  in  the 
States  and  Territories,  for  1860  was  $94,186,716.  In  1870  it  rose 
to  $280,591,521.  Since  the  last  date,  taxation  in  the  States  has 
grown  rapidly.  In  the  State  of  New  York  it  has  risen  from  $48,- 
-000,000,  in  1870,  to  $57,000,000,  in  1874.  In  the  year  1874  taxa- 
tion in  the  State  of  New  York  was  $16,000,000  greater  than  the 
annual  average  expense  of  President  Polk’s  administration,  with  a 
foreign  war  on  his  hands!  And  yet  we  sleep  on,  unconscious  that 
in  all  this  there  is  anvthing  amiss! 

What  should  taxation  be  for  government  in  the  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, including  the  Counties  and  Towns?  If,  in  1860,  a popu 
lation  ot  31,000,000  necessitated  taxation  to  the  amount  of  $94, 

186,746,  then  a population  of  42,000,000,  in  1874,  would  call 
ibr  ........  $127,607,849  00 

Add  to  every  dollar  of  this  fifteen  cents  to  make  it 

equal  to  gold, 19,141,177  00 

And  we  have $146,749,026  00 

What  is  the  amount  of  taxation  for  the  States  and  Territories, 
including  that  of  the  Counties  and  Towns,  for  1874  ? 

From  the  most  reliable  sources,  we  are  warranted  in  putting  it 

down  at $320,000,000  00 

Take  from  this  the  amount  we  have  just  ascertain- 
ed to  be  necessary,  . . . . ‘ . 146,749,026  00 

And  this  shows  that  in  the  administration  of  local 

government  there  is  an  annual  waste  of  $173,250,974  00 
Put  we  are  not  yet  through  with  the  cost  of  government.  From 
other  sources  than  taxation,  viz:  fines,  licenses,  etc.,  the  counties 
and  towns  derive  very  large  revenues.  The  revenues  of  the  coun- 
ties and  towns  from  these  sources  reach  nearly  $100,000,000  annu- 
ally ! But  we  are  told  by  the  men  who  have  created  this  state  of 
aftairs,  that  everything  is  changed,  and  therefore  the  past  is  no  rule 
for  the  present.  That  everything  is  changed,  is  just  what  we  com- 
])lain  of.  The  effrontery  of  the  offenders  in  urging  the  existence 
ot  their  crime,  as  a justification  for  its  commission,  will  secure  for 
them  a greater  condemnation.  If  the  rebellion  necessitates  $155,- 
008,000.00,  why  should  $247,001,332.76  additional  and  unueces- 
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saw  taxes  be  imposed  ..pon  ,.s?  Take  the  Monopol.es  and  wh.  t 
tbe^amonnt  which  they  nnjnstly  take  from  the  1 eoplei  He  nukes 
1 low  estimate  who  pnts  the  extortions  ot  tlm  whole  tanuly  cf 
'Monopolies  in  the  conntry  at  One  Hnndred  and  h.tty  Millions  ot 

^Nowlern'rlddnp'the  sums  of  money  nnjnstly  taken  from  us 
by  Needless  Taxation,  as  already  aseorta.ned.  Here  Hiey  ine^ 

-d  town,  its, .50, oh  00 
$247,001,332  76 

Add  the  Monopolies,  . • • 

And  we  have  a Grand  Total  of  1E^S397,00  1 .332  76  ! 

Did  the  rebellion  render  this  enormous  annual  robbery  ol  the 
People  necKsarv  ’ Is  it  not  about  time  that  we  cei«e  to  lay 
cvewthing  to  the  rebellion  i to  make  that  an  apology  tor  cveiy 
crime  aoainst  the  People!  I hated  the  rebel  ion  when  it  was 
horn  ; I hated  it  while  it  lived  ; I hated  it  when  it  died  And 
having  long  ago  given  the  dead  dog  of  secession  my  farmvell 
kick  \ turn  my  face  from  tiie  dead  to  the  living  toes  ot  my 
country,  the  banded  robbers  now  despoiling  the  fair  heritage  A 
ourseHes  and  onr  children.  I hate  a traitor  wheUier  he  ho  m 
arms  or  in  office.  The  former  we  have  overthrown  in  battle , the 

latter  we  marcli  against. 

CAPITAL  AND  LAIiOK. 

Needless  Taxation  and  the  Monopolies  have  exhausted  the  resour- 
ces of  the  people,  depressed  business  and  thrown  labor  out  ot  on,, 
nlovment.  They  have  done  more,  they  have  created  a state  ot 
war-  between  Labor  and  Capital.  Capital  seeks  to  cut  down  ue 
nrice  of  Labor,  because  the  returns  of  business  will  not  w.ru.int 
the  payment  of  former  prices.  Labor  demands  more  pay,  hccanso 
it  can  Mt  live  on  the  amount  now  received.  As  well  fenneiod 
is  the  demand  of  Labor  for  more  pay,  as  that  of  Capital  for  less 
rates  Both  are  in  trouble;  neither  can  afford  to  be  juet  to  the 
other.  A third  party  is  making  all  this  trouble  '><tt'veen  naU.ral 

friends,  Capital  and  Labor.  AVhoishe!  A Bobber.  Mliatishio 
name?  Taxation-Monopoly. 

POLITICAL  CORKUPTION- 

•Who  or  what  is  rcsnonsible  for  the  existence  of  these  causes  the 
monopolies  and  neodl'ess  taxation,  which  l'»ve  destroyed  onr  Pros- 
perity! We  answer,  Political  Corruption.  Through  this  the  re- 
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newals  of  Patents  have  been  secured  ; through  this  the  llailroads 
are  allowed  to  rob  by  extortionate  local  rates  the  places  along  their 
lines;  through  this  all  the  monopolies  received  their  existence  and 
are  continued  in  vigorous  life ; through  this  the  Credit  Mobilier 
swindle  was  consummated,  the  Tweed  dynasty  perpetuated  and 
the  Canal  Ring  created. 

So  undisputed  has  become  the  reign  of  Political  Corruption  in 
this  country,  it  has  come  to  this,  that  nothing  can  be  done  for  the 
public  unless  there  is  a job  in  it ! Fair  compensation  is  not  a thing 
to  be  thought  of.  That  celebrated  traveler  and  charming  writer, 
J.  L.  Stevens,  tell  us  in  his  work  on  Central  America,  that  on  ex 
amining  the  ruins  in  order  to  bring  home  specimens,  he  discovered 
if  he  removed  a stone,  in  many  instances  he  w’ould  find  the  print 
of  the  red  hand.  To-day,  wherever  you  go,  whatever  you  exam- 
ine, you  find  upon  it  the  print  of  the  Thief’s  hand.  Is  it  a lamp- 
post  ? there  it  is.  Is  it  the  tile  in  your  street?  dig  it  iip  and  the 
print  of  the  hand  is  upon  it.  Is  it  a public  building?  remove'  the 
stones  and  you  wull  find  it  there.  It  is  everywhere,  and  on  ever}’- 
thing.  We  can  almost  say,  we  have  been  sending  our  honest  men 
to  State  prison,  and  putting  our  thieves  in  ofiice!  In  a word.  Po- 
litical Corruption  is  the  parent  of  the  IVIonopolies,  and  the  exhaust- 
ing Taxation  which  have  destroyed  our  Prospeilty. 

Political  Corruption  has  so  demoralized  the  people  and  blunted 
the  sense  of  right,  that  when  some  great  robbery  of  the  Treasury 
is  reported,  we  often  hear  it  said,  “ I don’t  blame  him  ; if  Iliad  the 
chance,  I would  make  all  I could  out  of  it.”  Blistered  be  the 
tongue  and  shut  with  the  vice-grasp  of  death  the  mouth  that  utter 
those  words  again.  Threatened  on  every  hand  by  every  evil — with 
breach  of  trust  in  every  town,  bankrupts  with  no  assets  spreading 
.alarm  through  business  circles,  forgery  easting  suspicion  on  all  sig- 
natures, highway  robbery  of  nightly  occurrence,  banks  assaulted  by 
armed  bands  sufficiently  strong  to  overcome  all  resistance,  the  in- 
cendiary among  us,  and  untold  millions  with  the  red  wings  of  fire, 
soaring  away  on  the  midnight  air ; all,  all  encouraged,  sanctioned 
by  the  unspeakable  villainies  of  our  unfaithful  Public  Servants  ! — 
is  it  not  high  time  that  we  question  the  correctness  of  our  hitherto 
American  sentiment,  that  tlio  greatest  swindler  and  thief  is  the 
.smartest  and  best  fellow,  and  regret  that  we  have  so  long  pointed 
the  finger  of  scoru  at  simple  honesty? 

Let  this,  however,  give  us  heart:  Political  Corruption  does  not 
stand  as  high  with  us  as  it  did,  for  its  evil  effects  are  teaching  the 
people  that  he  who  steals  from  the  public  treasury  robs  the  poor 
man’s  cupboard,  the  farmer’s  granary,  and  the  merchant’s  cash  box. 


The  evil  geniits  of  Political  Corruption  is  all-controlling  in  the 
land  ; all  interests,  great  and  small,  are  under  its  dominion.  In 
thishour  of  greatest  peril,  where,  oh,  where,  American  Greatness,  is 
thy  valor?  A mighty  foe  challenges  thee  to  the  combat;  nay,  he 
seizes  the  bridles  of  thy  steeds  and  stays  thee  in  thy  course ; and 
yet  against  him  no  bow  is  bent,  no  spear  is  uplifted  ! American 
Greatness,  thou  art  a Coward ! Thou  art  the  captive  of  a Thief, 
Political  Corruption.  lie  drags  thee  at  his  chariot  wheels ! 

WHENCE  ITS  ORIGIN? 

What  is  the  cause  of  Political  Corruption  ? Whence  its  origin  ? 
Is  it  among  us,  with  its  gigantic  form  and  wondrous  energies,  as 
the  result  of  chance  ? These  are  questions  that  demand  answers. 
It  is  claimed  that  we  have  a vast  number  of  dishonest  men.  Ad- 
mitted ; but  that  does  not  show  us  what  produced  them.  Some 
tell  us  that  we  have  had  a great  war.  Admitted  ; but  that  does 
not  explain  how  those  entrusted  with  its  management  became  dis- 
honest and  traitorous,  robbing  the  country  instead  of  defending  it. 
Political  Corruption  exists — what  has  produced  it?  This  is  the 
question  of  all  questions,  the  Question  of  the  Age ! We  must  find 
the  Answer  or  Perish. 

The  Cause,  we  claim,  exists  as  an  Organic  Defect  'in  the  Struc- 
ture of  our  Government.  Our  Fathers  built  well ; they  laid  the 
foundation  broad  and  strong,  but  they  did  not  complete  the  struc- 
ture ; they  left  something  for  coming  generations  to  do.  Here  is 
the  defect:  That  which  mahes  PuMic  Scj'vants  honest,  was  omit- 

ted in  framing  the  government ; hence  the  result,  dishonesty,  wide- 
spread, general,  everywhere.  In  lieu  of  that  which  was  omitted, 
the  Fathers  relied,  for  preserving  honesty  in  public  servants,  upon 
Public  Sentiment,  and  the  power  of  the  People  to  prevent  their 
reelection.  This  experiment  has  been  made,  and  these  means  have 
failed — they  do  not  keep  our  servants  honest.  Dangerous  is  offi- 
cial position  ! — so  much  to  tempt  and  so  little  to  save  a man.  1 
am  not  the  one  who  believes  that  the  men  now  arraigned  for  trial, 
or  those  who  may  hereafter  be  arraigned,  are  sinners  above  all  oth- 
ers. I am  far  from  saying,  that  had  I been  where  Tweed  was,  I 
might  not  now  be  where  Tweed  is.  These  men  are  the  crea- 
tures of  circumstances,  the  legitimate  results  of  our  form  of  gov- 
ernment, which  lacks  the  essential  feature  necessary  to  insure  hon- 
esty in  public  serv'ants.  We  can  account  for  it  in  no  other  way. 
The  early  days  of  the  Republic  were  unfavorable  to  political  cor- 
ruption ; the  country  was  poor,  and  there  was  little  to  steal.  A 
common  danger  seen  and  felt,  inspired  all  to  seek  a common  safety. 
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The  lirst  of  patriotism  lasted  through  the  first  generation 

and  into  the  second.  Then  these  restraining  influences  passed 
away  and  the  great  weakness,  the  great  defect  in  our  government 
began  to  manifest  itself  in  the  birth  and  rapid  growth  of  Political 

Corruption. 

That  Political  Corruption  is  the  residt  of  a defect  in  the  structure 
of  the  government,  is  beyond  a doubt.  That  the  Constitution  ot 
the  United  States  would  show  itself  defective  in  this  respect,  was 
the  firm  belief  of  Patrick  Henry.  We  quote  from  his  speeches  in 
the  Virginia  Convention.— See  “Elliott’s  Debates,”  Vol.  HI. 


PATKICK  IIEXUy  QUOTED. 

The  warning  words  of  the  Patriot,  have  become  the  words  of 

History,  and  demand  our  attention. 

I.  “ Where  is  the  Eesponsibility— that  leading  principle  in  the 
“ British  government  ? In  that  government,  a punishment  certain 
“ and  inevitable  is  provided  ; but  in  this,  there  is  no  real,  actual 
“ punishment  for  the  grossest  maladministration.  They  may  gO’ 

“ without  punishment,  though  they  commit  the  most  outrageous 
‘^violation  on  our  immunities.” — Page  61. 

II.  “ Sir,  if  our  Senators  will  not  be  corrupted,  it  will  be  because 
“ they  will  be  good  men,  and  not  because  the  Constitution  provides 
“ against  corruption  ; for  thei’e  is  no  real  check  secured  in  it,  and 
“ the  most  abandoned  and  profligate  acts  may  with  impunity  be 

“committed  by  them.” — Page  145. 

III.  “ If  you  depend  on  your  Presidents’  and  Senators’  patriut- 

“ ism,  you  are  goney — 164. 

IV.  “ There  is  no  real  chock  to  prevent  their  ruining  us.  There 
“ is  no  actual  Besponsibility.  The  only  semblance  of  a check  is 
“the  negative  power  of  not  reelecting  them.  This,  sir,  is  but  a 
“ feeble  barrier,  when  their  personal  interest,  their  ambition  and 
“ avarice,  come  to  be  put  in  contrast  with  the  happiness  of  the 
“ People.” — Pago  167. 

V.  “ Yes,  you  may  impeach  him  before  the  Senate.  A majority 
“ of  the  Senate  may  be  sharers  in  the  bribe ! Will  they  pronounce 
“ him  guilty,  who  is  in  the  same  predicament  with  themselves  I 

“ Where  then  is  the  security  ?” — Page  355. 

VI.  “ But  in  the  same  section  there  is  a defect  of  a much  greater 
consequence.  There  is  no  Bestraint  on  Corruption.”  Page  368. 

VII.  “ Are  the  members  of  the  Senate  Responsible  ? They  may 
“ try  themselves,  and  if  found  guilty  on  impeachment,  are  to  be 
“only  removed  from  office!  In  England,  the  greatest  characteis 
“ are  brought  to  the  block  for  their  sinister  administration.  They 
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“ have  a power  there,  not  in  dismissing  them  from  office,  but  from 
“life,  for  malpractices.  The  King  himself  can  not  pardon  in  this 
“ case.” — Page  397. 

VIII.  “ I beg  gentlemen  to  consider  the  American  impeachment. 
“ What  is  it  % It  is  a mere  sham — a farce.  When  they  do  any- 
“ thing  derogatory  to  the  honor  or  interest  of  their  country,  they 
“ are  to  try  themselves ! Is  it  so  in  England  ? The  history  ot  that 
“ country  shows  that  they  have  blocks  and  gibbets ! The  violators 
“ of  the  public  interest  have  been  tried  justly  and  impartially,  and 
“ perished  by  those  necessary  instruments  of  justice.  Can  there 
“ be  any  security  where  offenders  mutually  try  one  another  ? I 
“hope  gentlemen  will  consider  the  necessity  of  amendment  in  this 
“clause.” — Page  512. 


THE  REMEDY. 

What  is  the  Remedy  for  Political  Corruption  ? It  is  urged  that 
we  must  create  a better  Public  Sentiment.  The  well  disposed  have 
labored  for  this,  but  at  the  end  of  tw'enty-five  years  the  work  seems 
greater  than  at  the  commencement.  Tiie  effort  to  remove  our  po- 
litical ills  by  a reformation  of  the  caucus  system,  is  equally  discour- 
aging. Our  search  for  better  men,  is  rewarded  by  finding  a less 
number  each  year.  Exposure,  Denunciation  and  Patriotic  Appeal 
are  as  ineffectual  with  us  as  they  were  in  the  days  of  Demosthenes 
and  Cicero,  who,  with  all  their  patriotism  and  eloquence,  could  not, 
with  these,  save  their  sinking  States  ! And  yet,  at  the  end  of 
twenty-fi%m  years  of  failure,  many  insist  upon  relying  on  the  old,  in- 
effectual remedies  for  the  cure  of  that  which  grows  worse  the  lono-er 
we  use  them.  For  the  Cure  of  Political  Corruption,  we  pronounce 
these  remedies,  in  themselves,  worthless  nostrums — they  do  not  do 
the  work.  Being  unable  to  find  better  men,  we  must  fall  back  on 
that  which  makes  better  men.  What  is  it  ? We  answer : 


OFFICIAL  ACCOUNTABILITY. 


ITS  HISTOKY. 


The  resolution  containing  the  doctrine  of  Official  Accountability 
was  penned  by  Horatio  Seymour,  laid  before  the  Committee  on 
Platform  by  Man  ton  Marble,  approved  by  Scott  Lord,  Francis 
Kernan  and  Samuel  J.  Tilden  ; and,  after  due  consideration,  was 
indorsed  by  the  Democracy  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  of  other 


States.  If  the  country  outlives  the  storm  now^  beating  upon  it, 
posterity  will  enroll  the  names  of  these  Patriots  and  Statesmen 
among  the  saviours  of  the  Republic. 

What  is  Official  Accountability  ? It  is  understood  to  mean  that 
2 
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the  Public  Servant  shall  be  held  Accountable  in  the  same  way  and 
to  the  same  extent  that  the  Taxpayer  is.  How  is  he  treated  ? The 
Taxpayer,  whether  National,  State,  County  or  Town,  is  always 
treated  as  though  he  would  cheat  if  he  could.  There  is  not  a man 
in  the  land,  whose  property,  whose  reputation,  whose  standing  in 
society,  weigh  as  much  as  a feather  with  the  government  in  dealing 
with  him  as  a Taxpayer.  In  all  things  and  in  everything,  he  is 
treated  as  though  he  would  cheat  if  he  could.  When  assessed  hfty 
dollars  on  his  farm,  or  twenty  on  his  little  homestead,  it  is  not  leh 
to  his  honor  whether  he  will  pay  it.  His  honor  is  not  trusted,  his 
re<^ard  for  public  opinion  is  not  trusted,  but  a lien  is  put  upon  his 
property  to  take  precedence  of  all  mortgages,  and  if  he  does  not 
pav  his“tax,  the  government  will  sell  his  farm  or  homestead  out 
from  under  him,  and  turn  the  Taxpayer  and  his  family  the 
highway— this  is  the  way  the  taxes  are  collected  for  the  State. 
When  you  come  to  the  collection  of  revenues  by  the  United  States, 
then  vour  private  affairs  are  enquired  into,  and  to  the  full  extent 
deemed  necessary  to  detect  you  in  any  dishonesty  you  may  attempt. 
Kequirements  of  every  name  and  nature  are  made— bonds,  invento- 
ries, returns— many  would  be  surprised  if  they  knew  the  deUils. 
On  returning  from  abroad,  your  trunk  is  overhauled,  your  valise  is 
searched;  your  wife,  your  daughter,  your  mother,  your  sister,  is 
suspected  of  having  about  them  a piece  of  ribbon,  upon  which  duty 
should  be  paid,  are  taken  into  a private  room  and  examined.  One 
hundred  and  fifty 'ladies,  landing  at  Detroit  from  Canada,  two  years 
ac^o,  were  taken  into  a private  room  and  searched  to  the  skin,  that 
there  might  be  no  dishonestv  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  Are 
you  suspected,  and  is  evidence  needed  : The  government  hunts  for 

it  in  your  place  of  business,  in  your  books  and  private  papers. 
Your  property  is  seized  ; your  place  of  business  closed ; your  per- 
son arrested  and  shut  up  in  prison,  unless  the  amount  of  bail  deeme 
necessary  is  forthcoming,-ail  this  is  done  before  you  are  found 
guilty.  This  is  deemed  necessary  for  the  honest  collection  of  taxes. 

Official  Accountability  contemplates  dealing  with  the  Servants 
of  the  Taxpayers  in  the  same  way, — to  treat  them  in  all  things  as 
though  they  would  cheat  if  they  could!— to ^ trust  their  honor  in 
nothing ; to  examine  into  their  private  affairs  to  the  full  extent 
deemed  necessary  to  detect  them  in  any  dishonesty  they  may  at 
tempt ; to  seize  their  property ; to  arrest  their  persons,  to  lock  them 
up,  unless  the  amount  of  bail  deemed  necessary  is  forthcoming ; to 
fine  them  as  heavily,  and  imprison  them  as  long  as  we  do  a Tax- 
payer for  a like  offense.  Further-Official  Accountability  contem- 
plates another  change:  that  Unfaithful  Public  Servants  shall  here- 
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after  be  tried  in  the  Courts,  before  a jury  of  their  countrymen,  that 
the  sham  of  co-thieves  trying  themselves,  as  jn  the  Oakes  Ames 
case,  may  no  longer  provoke  the  scorn  of  all  just  men-i-when 
•so  many  were  implicated  in  that  matter  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives did  not  dare  expel  even  the  -Arch-conspirator ! Par- 
liaments have  been  meanly  submissive  to  the  Scepter;  Senates 
have  trembled  in  the  presence  of  the  purple;  but  it  was  reserved 
to  the  Forty-second  Congress,  quaking  with  fear,  to  fall  upon  its 
knees  and  lick  the  dust  bqfore  the  uplifted  Memorandum  Book  of 
a Shovel  Manufacturer ! ! 

Official  Accountability  contemplates  employing  all  the  means 
necessary  to  make  our  Public  Servants  honest,  even  should  it  em- 
brace all  now  used  to  secure  honesty  among  Taxpayers.  For  it  has 
come  to  this,  and  it  is  believed  by  the  People,  that  if  fines.  State 
prison,  confiscation,  enquiry  into  private  affairs,  everything  that 
can  be  thought  of,  are  Necessary  for  the  Honest  Collection  of  the 
Taxes,  then  are  fines,  State  prison,  confiscation,  inquiry  into 
pi’ivate  affairs  Necessary  to  the  Honest  Expenditure  of  the  Reve- 
nues. Officials  are  of  women  born  and  will  steal  as  quickly  as  Tax- 
payers, unless  restrained  by  a System  of  Accountability  as  rigid 
and  searching  as  that  now  imposed  upon  the  Taxpayers.  Every- 
one knows  this,  and  the  Taxpayers  are  not  in  a humor  to  hear  much 
““  back-talk  ” from  their  Servants.  This  is  Official  Accountability 
—the  death-warrant  of  Political  Corruption ! The  People  have 
stamped  it  with  their  approval,  and  they  will  trample  upon  him  in 
their  fury  who  dares  oppose  it.  Mark  the  prediction. 

PUBLIC  SENTIMEXT  A FAILUKE. 

When  our  government  was  formed,  it  was  supposed  that  public 
sentiment  and  our  power  to  prevent  reelection  would  be  sufficient 
to  protect  us  against  abuse  from  our  Public  Servants,  but  experience 
having  demonstrated  the  contrary,  it  is  proposed  to  seek  greater 
protection.  To  put  this  whole  matter  in  a nut-shell,  it  may  be 
stated  thus:  Heretofore  we  held  our  Public  Servants  accountable 
At  the  polls  and  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion ; hereafter,  in  addition 
to  these,  we  propose  to  hold  them  accountable  in  their  property 
and  their  liberty. 

THE  POWER  OF  ACCOUNTABILITY. 

Have  we  any  illustration  of  the  Power  of  Accountability  to  es- 
tablish Honesty  ? We  have  a most  marked  one,  and  of  recent  date. 
Immediately  after  the  creation  of  the  system  for  the  collection  of 
internal  revenue,  the  manufacture  of  whisky  and  tobacco  passed 
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into  the  hands  of  dishonest  men,  and  very  many  of  the  old  manu- 
facturers were  crowded  out  of  the  business  by  the  adventurers. 

At  la«t  the  honest  tobacco  manufacturers  met  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
September  17  and  18,  1867.  They  there  devised  a perfect  system 
of  accountability  for  themselves,  an  unheard  of  procedure.  They 
sent  a committee  to  Washington,  to  lay  before  Congress  the  plan 
for  keeping  themselves  honest!  After  much  opposition  from  the 
officials,  it  was  adopted— the  proposed  system  passed  into  law  in 
July,  1868,  and  into  full  operation  the  J7overnber  following.  The 
same’  system  was  applied  to  whisky.  As  the  country  was  largely 
stocked  with  fraudulently  manufactured  whisky  and  tobacco  at  the 
time  the  new  system  went  into  operation,  we  will  commence  with 
March,  1869,  to  note  the  difference  in  the  revenue  from  these  two 
articles,  and  thereby  determine  the  amount  in  which  they  defrauded 
the  revenues,  and  also  the  power  of  rigid  accountability  to  establish 

what  followed  ? For  three  yeare  previous  the  revenue  from 
tobacco  was  $58,000,000.  For  three  years  following,  at  a much 
lower  rate  of  tax,  it  was  $94,000,000.  How  was  it  with  whisky  ? 
For  three  years  previous  the  revenue  from  this  article,  under  a tax 
of  two  dollars  per  gallon,  amounted  to  $93,000,000.  Foi  three 
years  following,  under  the  new  system,  at  a tax  of  fifty  cents  per 
gallon,  it  was  $157,000,000.  Now  let  us  see  what  should  have 
been  the  revenue  from  these  articles  under  the  old  system  and  high 
rate  of  tax.  If  in  three  years  whisky,  under  a tax  ot  fifty  cents, 
paid  $157,00,000,  then,  under  a tax  of  two  dollars,  it  should  have 
paid  for  the  like  period  $628,000,000.  If  tobacco,  under  the  new 
system,  in  three  years,  at  the  low  rate,  pays  $94,000,000,  then  un- 
der the  old  it  should  have  paid  much  more,  but  put  it  down  at  just 
what  it  did  pay  under  the  low  rate.  What  do  we  learn  from  all 
this?  That  in  the  three  years  of  fraud,  which  preceded  the  adop- 
tion of  a Perfect  System  of  Accountability,  whisky  should  have 
paid $628,000,000 

and  tobacco  should  have  paid  ....  94,000,000 

1 • . . $722,000,000 
Making  . . • p V 1 

What  did  they'pay  during  this  reign  of  dishonesty  i 

Whisky  . . ■ . . . • 

T»'>acco 151,000,000 

Leaving ; ' ' . • *5”*^ 

as  the  financial  measure  of  the  offences  of  whisky  and  tobacco 

against  the  revenues  of  the  country  for  three  years,  or  at  the  rate 
of  ^190,000,000  per  annum ! . 
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Thus  it  appears  that  whisky  and  tobacco,  while  in  the  hands  of 
the  adventurers,  became  great  offenders.  The  dishonest  men  who 
rushed  into  the  manufacture  of  these  articles,  stole  like  princes; 
they  became  millionaires ; they'  were  fast  possessing  themselves  of 
tlie  wealth  of  the  (^ountry.  Their  dwellings  were  the  brown  stone 
fronts;  their  turnouts,  with  servants  in  lively,  flashed  through  the 
avenues  of  our  cities;  their  wives  and  daughters,  in  the  saloons  of 
fashion,  flamed  like  constellations  in  diamonds  of  the  first  water  ; 
their  opera  houses  adorned  their  respective  localities,  while  the 
keels  ot  their  yachts  cut  the  waters  of  lake  and  ocean.  The  splen- 
dors ot  shoddy  paled  before  the  new  risen  and  more  effulgent  glo- 
ries of  Revenue  Frauds ! 

The  dishonest  whisky  and  tobacco  men  stole  not  as  agents,  but 
as  principals,  giving  to  the  officials  who  helped  them  only  a per 
cenrage.  $19l», 000,000,  for  thi-ee  successive  years,  did  these  men 
annually  defraud  the  revenue,  and  yet  this  unheard  of  amount  of 
dishonesty  was  stopped  in  a day'  by'  Accountability',  and  whisky  and 
tobacco  men  became  and  remained  peerlessly  honest  with  the  gov- 
eminent,  until  they  were  relieved  from  accountability  by  dishonest 
officials.  What  is  Accountability,  this  God-power  in  the  earth, 
which  the  very  winds  and  the  waves  of  dishonesty  hear  and  obey? 
What  is  it  ? It  is  the  fundamental  law  of  the  moral  government 
ot  the  universe.  And  everything  done  in  the  moral  world  must  be 
done  in  reference  to  it,  as  every'thing  in  the  physical  world  must 
have  respect  for  the  controlling  law  of  gravitation.  And  this  much 
is  vouchsafed  to  us,  that  as  we  can  avail  ourselves  of  the  omnipo- 
tent power  of  gravitation  by  the  usemf  means,  a windlass,  and  cause 
that  block  of  marble  which  no  man  can  move,  to  soar  to  its  place 
in  the  rising  tower  like  a bird  to  its  perch,  so  by  the  use  of  means, 
we  can  avail  ourselves  of  the  power  of  that  fundamental  law  of  the 
moral  world,  Act^ountability,  and  raise  men  into  honestv  and  hold 
them  there.  If  Accountability  can  save  whisky  and  tobacco  manu- 
facturers from  dishonesty',  is  there  not  hope  for  our  Public  Servants  ? 
Can  it  not  save  them,  many  of  whom  are  perishing  in  their  iniqui- 
ties, for  the  want  of  this  great  Salvation  1— many  of  whom,  one 
by  one,  are  descending  from  their  high  positions,  to  their  homes 
and  graves,  bi'anded  as  thieves  and  the  objects  of  the  everlasting 
scorn  ot  mankind.  Tell  me  not  ot  men  of  honor,  subject  to  temp- 
tation, whom  1 should  blindly'  trust.  My’  faith  soars  above  men, 
beyond  Senates,  Cabinets,  and  fastens  on  Constitutions,  Systems; 
which,  when  wisely  constituted,  are  appeals  to  this  underlying  prin- 
ciple of  the  moral  universe.  Accountability ; under  these  my  in- 
terests, my  children’s,  my  country’s,  are  safe.  In  providing  for  the 
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public  service,  give  us  men  of  ability,  men  of  good  repute  ; but  ii> 
all  your  giving,  oh!  we  beseech  you,  in  Heaven’s  name,  give  us  a 
System  of  Official  Accountability.  Under  this,  it  is  as  impossible- 
for  men  in  public  life  to  pursue  a course  of  dishonesty,  as  for  the 
stars  of  heaven  to  stop  in  their  courses ! Salvation  from  Political 
Corruption  is  not  in  the  whirlwind  of  Denunciation,  nor  yet  in- 
the  earthquake  of  Exposure:  but  in  the  still  small  voice:  “Give 

an  account  of  they  stewardship.” 

MONAKCHIES  AKD  REPUBLICS. 

Monarchies  live,  but  Republics  die.  It  is  not  we  who  speak — the 
Voice  of  History  thunders  this  truth  in  our  ears.  Of  each  page  of 
history  we  have  asked,  as  we  turned  it : M hy  must  the  Republics 

die '{  So  fair,  so  full  of  promise,  why  must  their  sun  go  down  wdiile- 
it  is  yet  day  ? Because  they  are  constructed  at  many  points  in  de- 
liance  of  this  irrepealable  law  of  the  moral  universe,  Accountability. 
AVould  we  give  length  of  days  to  our  beloved  Republic,  then  add 
to  it  that  which  makes  the  Monarchies  live — Official  Accountability. 
A most  damnable  heresy  has  crept  into  our  political  creed,  that  the- 
honor  of  our  public  servants  is  a sufficient  guarantee  of  their  hon- 
esty. Of  the  foolish  things  of  tlie  age,  this  is  the  greatest : that 
man  can  live  “ by  bread  alone that  honor  is  a sufficient  protec- 
tion to  the  liberties  of  a great  people. 

RESTRAINT  A NECESSITY. 

We  lay  it  down  as  a Truth,  demanding  recognition  and  punish'- 
ing  neglect,  that  Restraint  is  necessary  to  honesty  and  justice.  In 
support  of  this,  we  submit  the  goveniment  of  the  land,  municipal, 
state  and  national.  On  this  broad  foundation  place  the  penitenti- 
aries, State  prisons,  forts  and  arsenals ; add  the  locks  and  keys  of 
warehouse  and  store,  of  dwelling  and  of  safe;  above  these  mount 
the  courts  of  justice ; here  chink  with  the  arms  of  the  police,  clubs 
and  handcuffs  ; add  another  section  with  the  law  libraries.  In 
keeping  with  the  present  inverted  course  of  affairs,  above  these 
place  the  oftences  of  the  day,  forgery,  defalcation,  arson  and  mur- 
der. But  we  faint  under  our  task  ; strength  fails  us  in  carrying  to 
their  places  these  ponderous  proofs.  Genius  of  Egyptian  mechan- 
ics ! assist  our  feeble  powers ; lend  your  aid  in  raising  enormous- 
Aveights  to  giddy  bights.  To  its  place  in  this  towering  argument,, 
lift  the  Credit  Mobilier  Swindle;  now  place  the  crowning  orna- 
ments : the  Salary  Steal,  the  Sanborn  Contract,  the  District  of  Col- 
umbia Infamy.  If  Restraint  is  not  necessary  to  honesty  and  justice,, 
why  these  proofs  of  its  necessity  ? But  the  greater  argument  re- 
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mains : Across  the  space  of  many  centuries,  away  in  the  orient, 

in  the  solitude  of  the  Arabian  desert,  I see  a mountain  wrapped  in 
clouds!— I see  lightnings  and  hear  thunders !— and  above  those 
thunders,  waxing  louder  and  louder,  I hear  the  Trump  of  God  ! — 
Why  in  sable  robes,  like  one  convulsed  with  grief,  quakes  the  gran- 
ite strength  of  Sinai  ? The  Deity,  in  awful  majesty,  descends  with 
Restraint  for  man,  in  Ten  Commandments.  With  this  great  Sav- 
ing  fruth  thundered  from  Sinai,  and  echoed  back  by  our  every  in- 
terest, will  we,  can  we,  dare  we  longer  reject  it  ? This  needed  Res- 
traint is  imposed  by  Accountability.  Then,  to  Accountability,  give 
dominion  over  the  Public  Servant,  such  as  it  now  holds  over  the 
People,  that  Honesty  and  J ustice  may  reign  supreme  over  all. 

POLITICAL  CORRUPTION  CAN  BE  CURED. 

That  it  is  among  the  possibilities  to  rid  ourselves  of  Political 
Corruption,  and  secure  the  establishment  of  honest  government,  we 
firmly  believe ; we  had  it  once,  we  can  repossess  ourselves  of  it — 
but  not  upon  the  same  conditions.  Then  the  conditions  were  pov- 
erty, a common  danger  from  abroad,  and  patriotism.  These  no 
longer  influence  our  public  men.  We  are  carried  forward  by  the 
current  of  our  destiny ; henceforth  honest  government  must  be 
sought  on  other  and  new  conditions.  Why  should  we  fear  ? Is  not 
that  rich  future  stored  with  the  means  of  reaching  all  necessary 
ends  ? By  what  authority  does  he  sp-ak,  who  denies  the  possibility 
of  discovering  the  remedy  for  official  dishonesty  ? Can  the  eye  of 
science,  from  its  watch-towers,  pierce  the  fathomless  depths  of  space 
in  successful  search  for  new  worlds,  and  vet  never  discover  the  cause 
of  the  irregularities  of  the  revolving  urb  of  the  public  ii»terest  at 
the  W ashington  and  Albany  points  of  its  orbit  ? Is  science  “ strick- 
en in  age”  and  with  impaired  vision,  so  that  it  discovers  the  far  dis- 
tant, but  not  the  immediate  and  pressing?  W^hile  on  every  hand 
and  everywhere,  above  and  below,  nature  is  revealing  her  deep  mys- 
teries, and  telling  her  long  kept  secrets  under  the  sharp  question- 
ings of  scientific  enquiry,  is  it  true,  alas ! that  nothing  more  can  be 
learned  concerning  Civil  Government?  Is  this  the  exhausted  sci 
ence?  While  the  great  Wisdom  of  the  Age  can  train  to  its  use 
that  swift-winged  messenger  of  the  heavens,  whose  flashing  pin- 
ions circle  the  globe  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  must  we,  forever 
dying,  live  under  this  incubus.  Political  Corruption  ? Not  thus 
understand  we  the  Signals  of  the  Future.  Our  government  is  in- 
complete ; a want  exists ; but  this  is  our  joy  : as  supplies,  respon- 
sive to  our  calling  wants  in  every  department,  are  moving  toward 
us  with  forced  marches  from  the  future,  then  is  it  a thing  that 
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will  surely  coitie  to  pass,  that  where  Political  Corruption  now  dis- 
honors and  oppresses,  Official  Accountability  will  wave  its  banners 
in  triumph. 

A STRONGER  GOVERNMENT. 
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It  is  argued  that  we  need  a Stronger  Government.  For  the  Ot- 
licials,  we  do,  but  not  for  the  People.  It  is  a talse  statement  that 
Free  Institutions  are  a Failure.  We  can  govern  oui'selves,  we 
h^ivc  governed  ourselves  tor  one  hundred  years,  but  henceforth  we 
propose  to  do  what  we  have  heretofore  neglected  : govern  our  un- 
ruly Public  Se7^va7its.  The  question  is  no  longer  how  can  we  gov- 
ern  the  Peoj>le.  That  problem  is  solved,  but  tliis  is  all-absorbing . 
How  can  we  govern  tlie  Servants  ot  the  People?  All  our  trouble 
is  with  them— to  bring  them  into  subjection  and  under  proper  con- 
trol is  what  is  contemplated  by  Official  Accountability. 

THKY  IX)  NOT  HANDLE  THE  MONEY. 

Are  you  aware  of  the  perfect  checks,  etc.,  in  use  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  by  which  all  who  handle  the  money  are  held  to 
the  most  rigid  accountability  asks  the  foe  of  the  proposed  system 
of  reform,  and  to  which  we  reply:  All  this  is  admitted,  but  how 

about  the  Leofislators ? “The}"  handle  none  ot  the  money,”  is  the 
prompt  response.  Then  how  do  they  manage  to  get  hold  of  so  much 
of  it  ? It  is  true  they  do  not  count  tlie  money  out  of  the  Treasury ; 
that  is  done  by  others,  who  are  accountable  5 but  there  is  something 
more  important  than  this  which  our  legislators  do,  they  appropr'i- 
ate  the  money,  and  can  and  often  do  order  it  paid  where  it  will  do 
themselves  and  their  “rings”  the  most  good.  Further  How 
about  the  heads  of  departments,  who  make  all  the  fraudulent  con- 
tracts? In  what  prison  is  there  one  confined  for  his  dishonesty? 
When  the  stench  of  his  dishonesty  becomes  so  offensive  to  the  peo- 
ple that  it  can  no  longer  be  endured,  he  is  asked  for  his  resignation 
and  is  allowed  to  go  out  with  his  back -load  of  plunder.  We  shall 
never  have  a healthv  state  of  public  affairs  until  we  l>egin  to  send 
State  legislators,  Congressmen  and  heads  of  departments  to  prison 
as  promptly  tor  stealing  large  sums  from  avarice,  as  we  do  the  poor 

for  taking  small  sums  from  necessity. 

What  we  contend  for  is,  that  for  Taxpayers  and  Taxspenders, 
there  should  he  the  same  accoimtahilitp^  and  it  is  in  keeping  with 
the  sentiment  of  mankind,  expressed  in  that  popular  aphorism  : 
“ What  is  sauce  for  the  goose,  is  sauce  for  the  gander.”  Heretofore 
our  olficial  ganders  have  appropriated  to  themselves  the  corn,  while 
we,  poor  geese  that  we  are,  have  been  tugging  away  at  the  cob  ! 
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Does  the  bold  advocate  of  Political  Corruption  still  persist  in  main- 
taining the  immunities  of  Official  Thievery,  and  denounce  Official 
Accountability  “ as  too  searching  for  the  Public  Servant  ?” — then, 
our  reply  is,  from  the  Taxpayer  lift  the  ]>resent  system  at  once.  If 
it  is  urged  that  inquisition  into  the  private  affairs  of  our  servants 
is  repugnant  to  our  feelings,  what  name  shall  we  give  to  the  prac- 
tice of  enquiring  into  the  private  affairs  ot  the  master^  the  Tax- 
payer? We  are  astonished,  we  are  amazed  beyond  measure,  not 
that  the  pyramids  have  withstood  the  sieges  and  assaults  ot  the 
olementsfor  forty  centuries;  not  that  science  has  weighed  the  plan- 
ets in  a balance;  but  at  this,  that  in  this  land  of  equality  before 
the  law,  it  is  necessarv  to  make  an  arijument  that  the  Servant 
should  not  be  above  the  Master,  but  that  it  is  enough  that  the  Ser- 
vant is  as  his  Lord  the  Taxpayer  ! 

SUSPICION  AND  MISTRUST. 

The  withdrawal  of  unlimited  confidence  in  Public  Servants,  con- 
templated by  Official  Accountability,  is  resented  by  those,  and  only 
those  who  are  wholly  unworthy  of  it.  To  the  just  man,  Official 
Accountability  will  be  welcomed.  By  it,  his  good  name  is  protec- 
ted, and,  if  assailed,  vindicated.  That  suspiiuon  and  mistrust  are 
necessary  elements  in  the  preservation  of  our  liberties,  rests  on  high 
and  ancient  authoritv.  Hear  Patrick  Heurv  : 

•j 

“ But,  sir,  suspicion  is  a virtue,  as  long  as  its  object  is  the  pres- 
ervation  of  the  public  good,  and  as  long  as  it  stays  within  proper 
bounds.” 

Again,  listen  for  a moment  to  Demosthenes:  “By  Jupiter!  I 

said,  there  are  manifold  contrivances  for  the  guarding  and  de- 
“ fending  of  cities,  as  ramparts,  walls,  trenches,  and  the  like  ; these 
“are  all  made  with  hands,  and  require  expense;  but  there  is  one 
“common  safeguard  in  the  nature  of  prudent  men,  which  is  a good 
“security  for  all,  but  especially  for  Democracies  against  Desjiots. 
•“What  do  I mean?  Mistrust!” 

This  time  the  People  are  in  earnest, — they  are  determined  to 
ascertain,  if  possible,  who  is  principal,  the  Master  or  the  Servant,  the 
officeholder  or  the  people.  The  doctrine  of  Official  Accountability 
is  a wholesome  one,  and  the  Public  Servant  who  opposes  it  acts  like 
a Thief  and  by  this  sign  is  known  as  such — let  Public  Opinion  col- 
lar him  and  drag  him  out.  It  is  not  the  armies  of  Europe,  it  is  not  the 
navies  of  the  world  that  we  need  fear.  Our  enemies  are  our  unfaith- 
ful Public  Servants,  the  men  in  whom  we  have  trusted.  .They  are 
the  ones  who  are  seeking  the  life  of  the  Kepublic  ! — who  are  rob- 
ibing  us  by  needless  Taxation ! — who  are  selling  us  out  to  Corpora- 
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tions  and  Monopolies,  and  putting  in  their  pockets  the  price  of 
their  iniquity ; which,  in  due  time,  is  to  blossom  and  ripen  into 
stocks,  houses  and  lands,  and  a sovereign  contempt  for  the  People 
whom  they  have  robbed ! To  stop  short  of  teaching  them  that  we 
are  not  to  be  trifled  with,  is  to  merit  their  continued  contempt  and 
to  sacrifice  the  dignity  of  American  P'reemen.  “ Why  do  we  fear? 
he  is  but  one  and  we  are  many,”  rang  through  the  Streets  of  Con- 
stantinople in  the  days  of  the  Eastern  Empire ; and  when  the  mor- 
row came,  the  Tyrant  was  pitched  headlong  f j'om  his  throne ! Res- 
ponsive to  that  midnight  cry  in  Constantinople,  forty  millions  ask 
“ AVhy  should  we  fear?  The  Thieves  are  few  and  we  are  many.” 

HOW  TO  APPLY  ACCOUNTABILITY. 

The  question  is  asked,  “ How  can  we  apply  this  principle  of  Ac- 
countability to  our  Servants  ?”  The  most  satisfactory  way  of  meet- 
ing this  enquiry,  is  to  state  what  has  already  been  done  in  the  State-, 
of  Hew  York. 

Formerly,  if  I had  robbed  the  Public  Treasury  of  a million  dol- 
lars, the  fine  was  only  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars! — now,  the 
fine  is  five  times  the  amount  stolen.  This  makes  stealing  unprofi- 
table, as  it  costs  five  times  as  much  as  it  comes  to  1 

Formerly,  imprisonment  for  this  offense  was  limited  to  one  year 
now,  it  cannot  be  less  than  three  years,  and  may  be  ten  years ! 

Formerly,  after  I had  stolen  my  million,  I could  buy  and  sell 
with  the  money ; set  up  my  carriage  ; build  a mansion  ; go  and 
come  as  I pleased,  and  tauntingly  ask  the  Taxpayers : “ What  are 

you  going  to  do  about  it  ?” — now,  my  property  can  be  attached  and 
myself  arrested,  and  both  held  until  the  (luestion  is  settled  whether 
I am  a public  robber  or  not  1 

Formerly,  an  action  could  be  brought  by  the  corporation  attor- 
ney alone,  and  if  he  belonged  to  the  “ ring,”  I was  safe  from  pros- 
ecution ; now,  you  are  not  compelled  to  wait  until  the  almost  im- 
possible is  accomplished,  the  election  of  an  honest  corporation  at- 
torney ; but  a suit  can  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  People,  not 
only  in  the  courts  of  this  State,  but  in  the  courts  of  other  States 
and  Territories,  and  of  foreign  countries  ; through  this,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Thieves  can  be  reached  in  Paris  and  on  the  banks  of 
the  Hile,  and  in  all  countries  with  which  we  have  treaties.  This 
leaves  for  the  Robbers  of  the  public  no  place  in  the  civilized  world, 
where  they  can  go  with  their  plunder  and  keep  it.  On  the  appli- 
cation of  the  Attorney-General,  these  suits  are  entitled  to  prefer- 
ence over  any  other  business  whatever. 

Formerly,  no  eye  that  could  see,  was  kept  on  the  work  done  for 
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the  State  ; now,  there  is  provision  for  the  appointment,  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, of  an  Inspector  of  Public  Works,  w’hose  duty  is  to  examine 
the  work  done  for  the  State,  the  accounts  and  books  of  the  officials 

I having  the  work  in  charge,  and  to  report  to  the  Governor — thus 

keeping  him  informed.  This  much  has  been  done  towards  the 
establishment  of  a System  of  Official  Accountability,  since  Janu- 
ary, 1875.  To  complete  the  system  is  the  work  before  us.  Will 
■ we  do  it  ? 

FRUITS  OF  OFFICIAL  ACCOUNTABILITY. 

The  fruits  of  Official  Accountability  are  already  on  exhibition  in 
the  Courts,  and  will  be  “preserved”  in  the  State  Prisons  and  Pen- 
itentiaries, through  the  conviction  of  the  arrested  Robbei*s  of  the 
People. 

] TILDEN  BILLS. 

I This  is  a synopsis  of  what  were  called  the  “ Tilden  Bills.”  When 

j it  was  discovered,  after  these  bills  had  become  laws,  that  the  Gov- 

5 ernor  was  intent  on  building  up  a System  of  Official  Accouutabilty 

j that  would  effectually  cut  off  the  chances  ot  plundering  the  treas- 

ury, the  “Ring”  men  took  the  alarm,  and  nothing  more  could  be 
\ got  from  the  Legislature  for  the  establishment  of  honesty. 

S 

j OUR  GOVERNOR. 

i Our  Governor  is  fully  committed  to  the  doctrine  of  Official  Ac- 

countability. He  is  its  representative ; he  believes  in  its  power  to 
arrest  the  State  and  Hation  in  their  downward  course.  He  has 
put  himself  on  record  in  his  speeches  and  messages.  He  has  done 
more : In  the  “ Tilden  Bills,”  now  among  the  Statutes  of  the 

State,  he  has  laid  deep  and  broad  the  foundation,  aud  carried  up 
somewhat  of  the  superstructure  of  the  System  of  Official  Accounta- 
bility necessary  to  the  establishment  of  honesty  among  Public  Ser- 
vants. That  his  heart  is  in  the  work,  is  evident  from  the  energy 
with  which  he  prosecutes  it.  The  question  is  not  what  will  he  do, 
1 but  what  he  has  done,  what  he  is  doing.  His  fidelity  to  Official 

i Accountability,  to  the  establishment  of  honesty,  is  no  longer  a mat- 

I ter  of  Faith,  but  of  Sight.  There  is  his  work  in  the  Statutes  of 

the  State,  and  in  Ids  Vetoes.  He  said  he  would  go  for  the  Thieves, 
j and  he  has  done  it.  That  this  is  true,  one  fact  alone  establishes : 

Every  Ring  Thief  in  the  State  is  Govei'nor  Tilden! s enerrty  ! These 
men  are  not  fools;  they  see  that  if  the  Governor  is  allowed  to  gG 
j on  in  this  way,  the  business  of  stealing  will  not  be  worth  a “ Con- 

tinental !” 
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The  Governor  is  opposing,  not  a single  wrong,  but  he  is  tryinor 
to  uproot  and  destroy  a system  of  wrong.  We  haye  reached  that 
point  in  tlie  history  of  the  world,  when  everything  is  done  by  a 
System;  and,  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  thieves  steal 
systematically ! This  system  of  robbing  the  ))eople,  was  devised  by 
men  of  ability — by  men  of  means,  who  have  taxed  the  people  for 
all  the  money  they  need ! It  was  devised  by  men  who  have  no 
sympathy  with  industrial  pursuits ; it  was  devised  by  men  of  cour- 
age, for  they  are  ready  to  strike  the  man  who  dares  to  interfere 
with  their  business,  though  he  be  our  heroic  Governor  Tilden.  It 
was  devised  by  men  who  might  be  ornaments  to  their  country, 
were  it  not  true  that  they  are  a disgrace  to  their  age.  Enough  had 
been  told  us  by  our  Governor  in  his  Canal  Message,  to  convince  us 
that  an  investigation  was  in  order.  Now  mark!  The  Governor 
named  no  man,  but  he  called  attention  to  facts,  and  the  howl  raised 
» against  him  indicates  that  the  men  who  are  robbing  us  teel  that  the 
Governor  had  no  right  to  interfere  with  their  stealings.  Do  these 
men  think  we  will  believe  them  honest,  because  they  attack  the 
man  who  has  exposed  them  * They  are  too  generous  in  crediting 
us  with  this  amount  of  stupidity  ! We  are  not  the  fools  they  take 
us  for,  if  they  are  the  scoundrels  they  have  made  themselves. 
Whence  is  it  that  the  man  who  won  the  confidence  of  the  State 
by  his  integrity,  excites  their  hostility  by  his  fidelity  ? These  men 
could  liave  secured  their  title  to  the  scorn  of  mankind  by  a less 
crime  than  their  attack  on  the  Governor  for  doing  his  duty.  Is  it 
a crime,  for  a citizen  to  refer  to  abuses  ? This  is  the  offense  of  the 
Governor  against  the  robbers. 


Fellow-citizens — You  need  not  be  informed  by  me,  your  own  in- 
telligence has  enabled  you  to  discern  it,  the  thing  has  long  been 
settled  in  the  minds  of  the  foes  of  the  people,  that  the  men  who 
had  the  daring,  who  had  the  dishonesty,  who  had  the  wickedness, 
would  ultimately  possess  all  the  power,  and  the  People  would  be 
reduced  to  “ hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water.”  Governor 
Tilden  has  raised  up  a standard  against  this  plot, — the  honest 
men  of  the  State  are  rallying  for  his  support ; and  to-day  there  are 
in  every  county  of  the  State  more  honest  men  ready  to  feel  for  the 
hilts  of  their  swords  in  his  defence,  than  all  the  ring  thieves  in  the 
State  combined. 

What  is  all  this  noise  about? — Why  this  storm  of  denunciation? 
— What  has  Governor  Tilden  done  ? In  the  eyes  of  his  opponents, 
he  has  committed  the  greatest  offense  of  the  age,  in  striking  the 
death-blow  at  the  best  paying,  in  fact,  the  only  paying  business  in 
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the  land — Stealing  I That  all  Thiefdom  should  be  up  in  arms,  is 
the  most  natural  thing  in  the  world.  The  thieves  take  in  the  whole 
situation  ; they  know  their  man  ; they  know  that  nothing  but  kill- 
ing blows  for  them  will  come  from  the  arm  of  Samuel  J,  Tilden  ! 
But  this  gives  us  great  comfort ; there  is  not  an  honest  man  with 
the  thieves  in  their  effort  to  defeat  the  Governor  and  Reform.  All 
honest  men  are  his  supporters.  All  honest  men  are  alarmed,  and 
see  that  unless  the  Governor  is  sustained,  all  is  lost.  Thev  see  that 
the  best  evidence  of  a man’s  sincerity,  is  his  acts.  The  honest  men 
of  the  State  remember  that  it  was  Samuel  J.  Tilden  who  attacked 
Tweed  and  his  ring  behind  their  stolen  millions — the  boldest  civil 
act  performed  by  anj'  American  citizen  since  the  formation  of  the 
government;  that  it  was  he  w'ho  collared  the  unjust  judges,  and 
led  them  down  from  the  benches  thev  had  dishonored ; that  it  was 
he  who  revolutionized  the  government  of  that  great  city,  without 
the  shedding  of  one  drop  of  blood.  They  recognise  him  as  the 
man  raised  up  to  lead  us  back  to  honesty  and  good  government. 
In  many  respects,  our  Gov’^ernor  is  a remarkable  man — he  rises  into 
the  dignity  of  the  lawgiver. 

We  regard  Samuel  J.  Tilden  as  a return  of  one  of  those  great 
historic  characters  of  antiquity,  whose  glory  it  was  to  redress  the 
wrongs  of  their  age.  That  quiet,  calm,  pleasant  man,  with  no 
demonstrativeness  about  him,  but  with  a moral  courage  that  ti*an- 
scends  the  courage  of  the  warrior,  is  the  one  who  dared  attack  the 
Tweed  ring,  and  by  his  strength  in  the  right,  overcame  it;  is  the 
one  who  has  taken  by  the  throat  the  Canal  ring  now  turning  black 
in  the  face  with  rage  and  strangulation.  That  man,  mark  it,  can 
not  be  a coward.  He  goes  forth  in  a strength  unknown  to  thieves  ; 
he  goes  forth  in  the  strength  of  conscious  rectitude,  relying  upun 
his  fellow-citizens  for  support,  and  trusting  in  God  for  the  result ; 
never  asking  “ what  will  become  of  me,  my  family,  or  my  good 
name.”  His  unshaken  reliance  on  the  ritjlit,  is  what  gives  Samuel 
J.  Tilden  his  strength.  You,  who  have  seen  the  man,  discover  one 
thing,  that  in  every  line  of  his  features  is  written  the  recognition 
of  moral  obligation  ; and  his  countenance,  like  that  of  Washington, 
proclaims  that  the  abiding  sentiment  of  his  soul  is — “ Thou,  God, 
seest  me.”  This  is  the  man  Providence  has  raised  up  to  lead  us  ; 
and,  while  he  holds  aloft  the  Standard  of  the  Right,  be  it  ours  to 
followq  support  and  win  for  ourselves  and  children,  the  battle  for 
honest  government ; — for,  Samuel  J.  Tilden  defeated,  is  the  last  of 
the  Reformers — none  hereafter  will  uare  take  sides  with  the  People 
against  the  Thieves. 
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Fellow-citizens — By  your  permission  and  patience,  we  have  been 
allowed  to  draw  attention  to  the  present  unsatisfactory  state  of  af- 
fairs, to  inquire  after  the  causes  of  the  same,  and  the  remedy,  and 
to  speak  of  the  man  who,  under  God,  is  raised  up  to  lead  us  back 
to  honesty  and  good  government ; — hut  we  should  not  make  the 
proper  return  for  your  patience,  did  we  fail  to  draw  your  attention  to 

THE  ALTEKNATIVE. 

You  remember  the  things  said  in  your  hearing.  We  have 
called  attention  to  facts,  standing  out  boldly  like  mountains,  with 
base  so  broad  and  altitude  so  great,  that  they  are  seen  all  over  the 
world.  Will  we  pay  to  them  the  respect  their  greatness  demands? 
Will  we  see  and  seek  to  shun  the  impending  ruin  ? If  so,  it  may  be 
well  with  us ; we  say  may.  for  would  that  we  were  in  the  con 
tidence  of  the  future,  and  could  assure  you  that  escape  is  still  within 
our  power ; would  that  we  were  as  certain  of  our  ability  to  save 
ourselves,  if  we  turn  about,  as  we  are  of  our  destruction  if  we  con- 
tinue the  present  course.  But,  patriotism  bids  us  “Kever  despair 
of  the  Republic therefore  will  we  hope  and  work  for  the  salva- 
tion of  that  whieh  has  done  so  much  for  us,  our  beloved  Repub- 
lic, But  if — must  we  raise  the  curtain? — he  is  justly  accoun- 
ted an  enemy  who,  seeing  the  evil,  gives  no  warning  of  its  com- 
ing— but  if  we  turn  a deaf  ear  to  the  warning  voices  of  the 
great  facts  to  which  attention  has  been  called,  if  we  refuse  to  be 
admonished,  if  we  continue  to  cry  “Peace,  peace,”  and  fold  our 
hands  in  inaction,  if  we  continue  to  put  our  trust  in  the  Wrong 
and  to  scorn  the  Right,  then  is  our  destruction  sure ; then  will  we 
learn  of  a truth,  that  “ When  the  wicked  beareth  rule,  the  People 
mourn  ” — evils  which  are  beyond  conception,  will  become  realities. 

Business  cannot  long  remain  in  its  present  depressed  condition, 
without  going  lower ; Labor,  unemployed,  cannot  long  subsist  on 
its  .limited  resources, — a collapse  is  inevitable  without  great  and 
speedy  relief!  As  matters  now  stand,  the  wealthiest  men  in  the 
country  are  all  candidates  for  poverty  1 That  which  is  so  great  an 
evil,  that  it  is  regarded  an  offense  to  name  it,  is  an  accomplished 
fact  not  many  months  hence,  if  we  hold  our  present  course.  Re- 
form and  Repudiation  are  both  in  waiting  1 — which  will  we  receive  ? 
Let  us  not  be  over-tardy  in  deciding,  lest  Repudiation  stalk  into  our 
midst  unbidden  ! Thou  fool  1 who  sayest  “ Repudiation  will  never 
come,”  when  it  is  already  here,  marching  through  the  land» 
Seven  Hundred  and  Sixty-four  Millions  strong ! If  we  can  repudi- 
ate six  hundred  million  dollars  of  railroad  bonds,  and  one  hundred 
and  sixty-four  millions  of  State  bonds,  inability  to  pay  and  necessity 
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•can  teach  us  how  to  complete  our  shame,  and  repudiate  all  the  rest ! 
If  that  terrible  thing,  that  skeleton  in  the  house.  Repudiation, 
•comes  from  its  closet,  Faith  will  flee  the  eouutry,  and  every  form 
-of  indebtedness  will  be  laid  in  the  dust  I 

Wealth,  culture  and  refinement  have  been  thrown  to  the  earth 
with  the  slaves  of  the  South ; wealth,  culture  and  refinement  thrown 
■to  the  earth  with  unemployed  workingmen  at  the  North,  would 
not  be  a greater  event!  When  will  this  old  fool  of  a world  learn 
the  plainest  truth  ? that  evil  long  invited,  accepts,  at  last,  the  invi- 
tation, and  makes  its  presence  felt  and  known.  All  history  is  not 
a lie, — what  the  Past  hath  been,  that  shall  the  Future  be!  Human 
nature  is  one  and  the  same  forever;  what  it  did  one  hundred  years 
ago,  the  circumstances  being  the  same,  it  will  repeat  to-morrow ! 
Those  terrible  things  in  history  are  obedient  spirits,  and  come 
when  called!  Would  we  have  them  continue  to  sit  motionless  in 
.the  shadowy  past? — then  must  we  cease  calling  on  them  to  come! 

BANKERS  IN  COUNCIL. 

The  National  Bankers  have  been  together  at  Saratoga — this  is 
well;  they  cannot  meet  too  often — they  should  have  met  before. 
They  feel  the  weight  of  Taxation — this  is  a good  sign.  They  pro- 
pose for  their  relief,  exemption  from  the  war  tax.  But  let  me  tell 
the  National  Bankers  at  Saratoga,  that  they  will  find  it  necessary 
to  do  something  more  than  propose  to  remove  their  burden  to  the 
shoulders  of  others.  They  will  learn  that  we  are  not  at  the  point 
where  each  must  take  care  of  himself,  but  where  all  must  take 
care  of  the  country.  Do  the  N ational  Bankers  at  Saratoga  imagine 
that  they  alone  feel  the  crushing  weight  of  Taxation  ? They  know 
nothing  of  taxation  compared  with  others  ! 

If  the  disposition  to  escape  taxation,  manifested  by  the  National 
Bankers  at  Saratoga,  was  generally  shared  by  the  taxpayers  of  the 
•country,  Repudiation  would  be  upon  us,  and  those  bankers  would 
become  beggars  on  the  street ! This  is  no  time  for  any  individual, 
or  for  any  interest,  to  skulk  ! That  is  not  the  way  to  relief.  The 
National  Bankers  can  do  nothing  for  themselves — none  of  us  can 
do  anything  for  ourselves,  unless  we  do  something  for  all. 

Not  individual,  but  general  relief,  or  general  destruction,  awaits 
us.  The  country  and  all  of  its  interests  are  prostrate,  having  been 
exhausted  by  the  Monopolies  and  needless  Taxation.  What  is  to 
become  of  the  Unemployed?  Is  it  said  “They  must  take  care  ot 
themselves  !”  Let  all  be  a little  cautious  in  giving  this  advice,  lest 
the  sufferers  act  on  it,  and  in  doing  so  neglect  those  who  have  been 
;SO  free  with  their  advice.  Instead  of  seeking  to  throw  their  bur- 
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dens  upon  others,  let  the  National  Bankers  take  their  places  in  the 
ranks  of  Reform  and  destroy  Political  Corruption,  the  parent  of 
the  Monopolies  and  Needless  Taxation.  Do  they  say  “ they  do  not 
meddle  with  politics!”  Then  must  they  suffer  the  consequences 
of  their  pusillanimity;  and,  when  it  is  too  late,  must  blame  none 
but  themselves  1 We  are  so  connected  in  this  country,  and  at  this 
time,  that  we  rise  or  fall  together.  Salvation  for  all,  or  destruc- 
tion for  each!  This  is  wisdom — all  else  is  folly.  Whatever' else 
we  forget,  let  this  be  held  in  mind,  the  Sufferers  hold  the  Ballot. 

Silence ! — thou  lying  spirit,  silence  ! — This  is  not  needless  alarm ; 
all  is  not  well,  as  thou  sayest ; the  future  is  not  bright — but  full  of 
clouds  and  darkness.  Hope  does  not  flash  from  the  eye— -but, 

What  shall  we  do  is  on  the  lips  of  all  the  people.  Our  resour- 
ces are  not  equal  to  the  demands  of  the  Thieves ! Death  fo  Political 
Corruption  in  all  its  forms ! Then,  we  live  again  ; then,  we  keep 
our  honor  ; then,  we  pay  our  debts,  and  lift  our  heads  in  conscious 
rectitude  among  the  nations ; then,  we  shall  not  weep  and  mourn 
as  now’^  in  harvest  time,  but  shout  the  harvest  home ! 

With  nearly  every  interest  guarded  by  Thieves,  is  it  strange  we 
cannot  find  our  nieaus  when  needed  in  payment  of  our  debts? 
From  the  People  the  decree  has  gone  forth,  that  Political  Corrup- 
tion shall  die  by  the  hand  of  Official  Accountability.  The  Future 
brightens ; we  do  this  great  work,  and  such,  we  trust,  will  be  the 
progress  made,  that  we  shall  feel  it  a pleasing  task  to  unbar  the  gates 
of  the  Future,  through  which,  on  July  Fourth,  1876,  the  Republic 
must  pass,  in  entering  upon  the  Second  Century  of  its  existence  1 
Above  those  gates,  by  faith,  I see,  the  Red,  the  White,  the  field  of 
Blue,  lit  with  the  Stars,  the  dear  old  Flag,  resplendent  in  its 
Centennial  glories,  with  the  word  of  our  salvation,  Accountability,. 
emblazoned  upon  its  ample  folds.  The  world  has  had  its  Age  of 
Iron,  of  Silver  and  of  Gold,  and  on  July  1th,  1776,  it  entered  upon 
its  age  of  Equal  Rights;  but,  there  is  an  Age  approaching,  of 
greater  strength  in  the  Right  than  Iron,  of  greater  Brightness  than 
Silver,  more  Valuable  than  Gold  ; a worthy  successor  to  the  Age 
of  Equal  Rights — I hail  thy  dawning  glories,  thou  coming  Age  of 
Accountability!  The  Thieves  shall  perish  ;— the  Republic  shall 
live; — the  Constitution  shall  endure! 
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